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in the raising of the mir dues, which have lately shown a tendency
to excessive growth. These taxes are entirely outside of the Govern-
ment's control.
And what of popular education? It is an open secret that it is
in the embryonic stage and that in this respect we are behind not
only many European countries, but also many Asian and Transat-
lantic lands. However this is not an unmitigated evil There is
education and education. What education could the people have
received during the period of liberal aberrations, which extended
from the 'sixties to the death of Alexander II (1881)? That
education would have probably meant corruption. It is imperative,
nevertheless, to push the cause of education, and this must be done
energetically. From the fact that the child may fall and injure itself
it would be erroneous to infer that it must not be taught how to walk.
Only the education must be completely in the hands of the Govern-
ment. ...
Thus, the peasantry, while personally free, is still a slave to
arbitrariness, lawlessness, and ignorance. Under these circumstances
the peasant loses the impulse to seek to improve his condition by
lawful means. The vital nerve of progress is paralyzed in him.
He becomes passive and spiritless, thus offering a fertile soil for the
growth of vices. Single, even though substantial, measures will not
remedy the situation. Above all, the peasant's spiritual energies must
be aroused. He must be granted the plenitude of civil rights which
the other loyal sons of your Majesty enjoy. Given the present condi-
tion of the peasantry, the State cannot advance and achieve the world-
importance to which the nature of things and destiny itself entitle it.
This condition of the peasantry is the fundamental cause of
those morbid social phenomena which are always present in the
life of our country. . , . A great deal of attention is given to the
alleged "land crisis." It is a strange crisis, indeed, seeing that
prices of land are everywhere on the increase. Widespread discus-
sion also centres around the comparative merits of the individual
classes which go to make the nation. An effort is made to ascertain
which of them supports the throne. As if the Russian Autocratic
Throne could possibly rest on one class and not on the entire Russian
people! . . . On that unshakable foundation it will rest forever. . .
The root of the evil is not the land crisis, or unorganized migrations,
or the growth of the budget, but rather the confusion and disorder
which prevail in the daily life of the peasant masses. . * In a word,